
Hello everyone 

We are so proud of our #thorntonfamily’s hard work and care this half 

term and are super excited to share the following celebrations with you…  

On Thursday last week, Miss Devi, Mrs Bibi and me attended a prestigious 

event at Newman University.  Miss Devi was presented with The 

Birmingham Civic Society ‘School Star’ Award by Deputy Lord Mayor, 

Councillor Ken Wood.  Thornton had been nominated for this award in 

recognition of the wonderful community focused work we do!  It was a 

privilege to attend the ceremony, and the event was made even more 

special by seeing an ex-Thornton pupil on stage, with other students, 

presenting ideas so confidently and articulately in trying to bid for the Next 

Generation Award scheme funding.  

Thornton has also been recognised by Music Mark for the following award: Music Mark of Recognition for 

Schools 2025/2026—Dedication and Improvement.  This is very encouraging as we are trying hard to 

provide the children with even more opportunities to learn how to play a musical instrument, as well as 

strengthening our music curriculum, including extra-curricular opportunities.    

We have a new School Councillor and a new Eco-Councillor for each class!  Congratulations to the children who were 

elected by their class to represent them.  We know they have a busy year ahead of them and look forward to following their 

journey.  They got off to a flying start by putting the Rt Hon Liam Byrne MP in the hot seat this afternoon to ask him some 

important questions about how he is helping our community! I would also like to say well done to everyone who presented 

their ideas to the class as part of the election campaign in classrooms last week! 

Congratulations to Year 4 who successfully performed a great assembly to parents/carers about their recent work studying 

Buddhism.  The children’s confidence and talents shone through, well done! 

Here are a few important dates coming up after the ONE WEEK half term holiday which starts today: 

Monday 3rd November — TEACHER TRAINING DAY—school closed to ALL pupils 

Tuesday 4th November 8.30am — ALL pupils return to school 

Wednesday 12th November—

COMPASS anti-bullying parents 

assembly for ALL parents 

Friday 14th November 9am —Y6 

Harvest Assembly for Year 6 parents/

carers 

Friday 21st November 9am– Y3 Road 

Safety Workshop for Year 3 parents/

carers 

Have a great one week holiday everyone!   
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Year 3 

In Year 3 art lessons, 

the pupils created their 

final artwork using 

charcoal to produce 

expressive lines and 

applied back-and-forth 

techniques.  

The teachers were very 

impressed with the 

range of tones the 

pupils achieved.  

     Year 4 

This week Mr. Ryall introduced our new history 

topic: Ancient Greece.  

The children learned some interesting facts 

about how people lived thousands of years ago. 

They enjoyed discovering that the Ancient 

Greeks created the Olympics and had many 

famous stories about their gods and heroes.  

Everyone is excited to learn more in the new 

term!   



   Year 6      

This week, Year 6 delved into the world of poetry, 

focusing on our poet of the term — Rachel Rooney. 

Known for her thought-provoking collections My Life 

as a Goldfish, A Kid In My Class, and Hey, Girl!, 

Rooney’s work sparked deep discussion and creative 

thinking in the classroom. 

Rachel Rooney, who lives in Brighton, spent many 

years working as a teacher for children with special 

needs while raising her three sons. Her poetry often 

reflects her continued commitment to children's 

mental health and emotional wellbeing. 

     Year 5 

In Year Five, we’ve now finished our 

learning based around the Anglo 

Saxons. In one of our final lessons, we 

were challenged to attempt weaving. 

We discussed how important a skill this 

was to the Anglo Saxons, with families 

making their own clothing, despite the 

process being timely and skilled 

compared to our modern conveniences. 

 

We’ve really enjoyed the artist aspects of our history unit, including those of us that completed Creative 

homework that emulated various Saxon skills. Here are some examples of our crafts, and we can’t wait to 

show you what we get up to in our first Year Five Geography topic.  



We are really pleased to be working closely with COMPASS again this 
year so we can make sure our children get all the support they need in 
school. 

We have invited COMPASS to run some special parent/carer 
workshops, as well as workshops for our children.  Please take a 
moment to see what is on offer and which of the parent/carer 
workshops you would like to attend across the year (you are very 
welcome to attend them all!): 

 

 

INTRODUCING BLACK HISTORY  

Black History Month takes place in October every year and is a 

celebration of key figures and events in Black history. Having 

begun in the USA, it has been celebrated in the UK since 1987, with the emphasis on 

celebrating particularly the history and contributions to society of people with an 

African or Caribbean heritage. Watch this short video that introduces Black History 

Month.  

 

Article 2 (non-discrimination)  

The Convention applies to every child without 

discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, 

religion, language, abilities or any other status, 

whatever they think or say, whatever their 

family background. Read the story Elmer the 

Elephant (scan the QR code). Elmer didn’t feel 

that he wanted to be the same as the other elephants. Think of ways that we can 

celebrate our differences like the elephants do on ‘Elmer Day’ – talk about your ideas with an adult.  

Date Parent/carer workshop Pupil only workshop 

Wednesday 12th November 

8.45-9.30am 

Bullying Y5 Anti-bullying pupil workshops 

Monday 8th December 

8.45-9.30am 

Healthy Sleep Y4 Resilience pupil workshops 

Monday 19th January 

8.45-9.30 

Connecting with your child Y5 self-esteem pupil workshops 

Friday 13th February 

8.45-9.30am 

Online Safety Online safety day workshops and 

assemblies for all pupils 

Tuesday 17th March   Y3 Behaviours workshops for all 

pupils 

Friday 17th April 

8.45-9.30am 

Y6 SATs Anxiety Y6 SATs anxiety pupil workshops 

Monday 18th May 

8.45-9.30am 

Building Self-esteem Y4 Building self-esteem pupil work-

shops 

Friday 12th June   Y6 Transition pupil workshops 

Monday 22nd June 

8.45-9.30am 

Supporting your child with  

worries 

Y5 Worries pupil workshops 



This year’s Harvest 
collection  

 

 

 

Please kindly contribute towards the food bank:  

 

 

 

• Year 3 and 4 – canned food (soup/beans/

custard/spaghetti etc.)  

 

 •Year 5 – pasta/spaghetti and rice   

 

• Year 6 – toiletries (toothbrushes/toothpaste/

soap/shampoo etc.)  

Please ensure that all items have a long shelf 

life and are within date.  

 

Deadline:  Friday 14 th  November 2025  
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 School Attendance  

Class Attendance 

Congratulations to classes 3SQ, 3ZY, 4TW, 4AA and 6NI who achieved our school attendance target of 97% and 

above for last week! 

Tuesday 4th November 

Swimming for 4TW and 4AA. 

                                                                

                                                         

Wednesday 5th November                                      

Year 3 

       

Thursday 6 November 

Year 5 

                                                    

Friday 7th November            

Year 6                                                       

      PE TIMETABLE 

Our school attendance last 

week was 95% 

 
Story Writing Competition 

Love to write stories?  

Enter a fun, creative story 

writing competition by visiting  

bbc.co.uk/500words 

All entries must be handed to 

Mrs Mazar by                              

Tuesday 4th November  

Good luck everyone! 


