
Welcome

Phonics Workshop for 

Parents/Carers



What is Phonics?

At Thornton, we deliver daily phonics lessons to develop our pupils  
with their reading skills . However, we understand that terms such as 
phonemes , graphemes and decoding can be a bit of a mystery to 
parents. 

➢ Phonics is a way of teaching children how to 
read and write. 

➢ It helps children hear, identify and use different 
sounds that distinguish one word from another in 
the English language.



Which phonics programme do we 
use at Thornton?

We use the FFT Success for All Phonics 

Programme. This programme is validated by the DfE 

( Department for Education)

Sladefield  Primary School also us the same phonics 

programme so the children are familiar with the 

structure of the lessons.



What is included with Success for 
All Phonics?

• Success for All Phonics supports your child to 

learn all the skills needed to successfully read, 

write and spell. 

• There are lots of engaging resources e.g. 

flashcards and sound mats to support learning.

• Books used in class are decodable, and  are 

sent home in hard copies. These are called 

shared readers.

• We will look at some shared readers shortly.



Phonics at Thornton

• Children who are receiving phonics intervention will have 
completed a phonics assessment so we can determine what 
phase they are at in the phonics programme.

• Children are then grouped based on the phase they are working 
at.

• In Year 3, these children are taught in intervention groups 
everyday, by Miss Tabassum or Miss Jabeen .

• In Years 4 - 6, children receive a more tailored approach to 
phonics. This may be in a small group or 1 - 1 intervention.



Daily lessons at Thornton
Each day:

• revisit phonemes and graphemes 

• consolidate learning before the new GPC is introduced 

• orally blend

• segment

• read words and then sentences

Also: 

• learn the Alphabet 

• how to write letters in upper and lower case 

• write simple words and then sentences

Reading:

• daily opportunities to apply their learning into reading 

• discussing the text to develop their comprehension skills



The English language has:

e

a

Did You Know…?

26 letters 44 
sounds

over 100 ways 
to spell those 

sounds



Phonics Terminology
systematic synthetic phonics -  The teaching of reading 
and spelling by breaking down words into the smallest unit 
of sound.

blending  – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to  read it, 
e.g. f – r  – o  – g  = frog.

phoneme  -  Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in 
the English language.

grapheme  – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than 
one way to spell a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ai’ is spelt 
differently in each of the words ‘w ay ’, ‘m a ke ’, ‘f ai l’, ‘gr ea t’, and ‘sl eigh ’.

segmenting  – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in 
order to  spell them, e.g. chip = ch  – i  – p .



Phonics Planning





Pure Sounds
In phonics, its  immensely important to pronounce each phoneme 
clearly. We refer to this as using the ‘pure sound’. We avoid adding 
any additional sounds to the end. This is one of the most common 
mistakes that people make with phonics pronunciation.

For example, the /m/  sound is pronounced as ' m ' and not ' muh ,’ 
                  /g/ as ' g ' not  'guh ’.
                  /ch / is ‘ ch ’ not ‘ chuh ’.

Let’s watch a video that will help us understand and practise pure 
sounds together. 

watchkin.com/fdd4d2247a

Phase 2 phonemes Phase 5 phonemes

watchkin.com/53da9226b9

https://watchkin.com/fdd4d2247a
https://www.watchkin.com/53da9226b9


Pure Sounds

s

sh t
ff

ee ay zz

b

Let’s practise saying these phonemes together.



Blending Sounds

s - i- t

ch - o- p t- r- a - p
p- u - ff

sh - ee - p
t- r- ay

f- i- zz

b- a - g

Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it . 

Let’s practise segmenting together.



Segmenting Sounds

stop = 
p- a - th

sh - o- p

t- r- ai - n

Breaking a word into sounds in order to spell them. 
Let’s practise segmenting together.

s - t- o- p

roof = r- oo - f

shop = 

path = 

train = 



Common Exception Words
These are words that are not as easily decodable by using our phonic 
knowledge. For this reason, children are taught to recognise, read, recall 
and then spell this words by sight, and then from memory.



It is important that children don’t simply know their phonics 
but can apply that knowledge to the skill of reading itself. In 
the Success for All Phonics programme, children apply their 
developing phonic knowledge and skill by reading the Shared 
Readers. 

These are carefully aligned to the phonics lessons and allow 
children to practise reading the new and recently taught GPCs 
as well as the Common Exception Words to which they have 
been introduced.

Shared Reading



Each Shared Reader is designed to be read over five days. As 
well as these phonically decodable readers, which are 
specifically linked to the lesson plans, children at all phases 
on the Success for All Phonics programme should be read to 
on a daily basis .



68 fully decodable Shared Readers

Success for All Phonics offers 68 fully decodable reading books 
(Shared Readers) to support the effective teaching of phonics in 
our intervention groups across Years 3 to 6.







Shared Reader 1: Tap Tap  Tap

Let’s take a 
look  at some 
reading books .



Shared Reader 47: I am a Caver 



Parent Portal Parent Portal 
code: emailed to parents

We would now like to show you how to access the Parent Portal. This 
is the place where you can access books to support your child’s phonics 
and early reading . The materials are designed to support the learning 
your child is experiencing in school. 

Although, every week we send a new reading book home, you can 
access the same books in a digital format. You can also gain access to 
previously taught books and GPCs, as well as look at future phonemes 
and books that your child will be reading.



Parent Portal

Parent Portal 
code:

You can log onto the following link or use the QR code 
to get into FFT Phonics Parent Portal.

https://parents.fft.org.ukStep 1:



Parent Portal 
code:

Step 2: Click onto Quick Links, and  find Parent Portal 

on the drop down  menu.



Step 3: Click on the Shared Readers Library



Parent Portal 
code: 

Step 4: Enter the code  emailed to parents



Step 5: Select the book your child is reading
This will be written in their diary.



• Know that a GPC is a grapheme phoneme correspondence . That means a 

sound is matched to one or more written letters: /a / / ai / / ay /.

How to support your child



• Saying pure sounds is important 

• Be aware that your child will be learning GPCs each week and applying 
them to reading and writing.

• The Shared Reader you practise at home with your child will include the 
focus GPC  that they have just learnt that week.

• They will have also read that Shared Reader in class that week. (see diary)

How to support your child



Tips to help:

• Understand that it is important not to rush on with 
reading books that contain unknown GPCs 

• We are embedding and consolidating learning in a 
systematic and progressive way

• Know that Green  words are decodable (you can use 
phonics to read them) 

• Red  words are tricky words which means they have 
parts that are not decodable and need to be memorised. 

• PLEASE READ AT HOME EVERYDAY 
WITH YOUR CHILD !



Thank you for 
attending the 
phonics workshop.
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