
Reading Activity 1- Creating a comic strip 

 
Visualise 

Encourage your child to read a few pages and summarise key points using illustrations on a comic strip template.  

You can print this out or show your child some examples online to create their own layout.  

This will help develop their visualisation and summarisation skills. Allow your child to think outside the box and use stick men if that makes it easier for them to 

draw! 

Visualising is the reading strategy that helps your child create a picture in their head of what they’re reading. It’s almost as if your child is making videos or movies in their 

head, all built from their background knowledge, their imagination, and the content of the text. It is also based on their past experiences, their imagination, and how they 

interpret what they read, different children can picture different things from the same text. 

By creating a rich mental picture, children are able to engage directly with a text and create their own visual context that helps to scaffold their comprehension as they 

read. 

Research shows that students who create strong mental pictures... 

• Have better recall 

• Create more connections 

• Ask more questions 

• Have a deeper comprehension of the text. 

1. Encourage your child to use all five of their senses to build a more vivid picture. What do they see, hear, smell, taste, feel? Do a group mind-map to help cover all 

the senses. 

2. Practice visualising with students by having them close their eyes and picture a scene you are describing (it could be made up, or you could read a description 

from a book), then have them add further details from what they imagined. 

3. With a text in front of them, have your child point out the words that most helped them to visualise while reading. Have them compare with their peers to see if 

some words were more helpful than others, and why. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Activity 2  

Please click on this link to access the entire text if your child wishes to finish the text. We will be using extracts from this text to help answer 

questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://parsleymimblewood.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/pmimblewood_book_v3.pdf


 

Question 1 (Read Chapter 1 pages 1-3) 

Can you sketch this child’s bedroom? Think about where the animals might be kept. 

Does he keep a spotty, red and white cat bed by his wardrobe? How does he house his 

stick insect? Is it a tank on his windowsill? Is it a really a messy and smelly room or 

incredibly organised and neat? 





  

Can you ask your child to read this extract aloud, emphasising certain words that have been capitalised and using expression to convey the characters 

emotions.  

Q2) What effect does the repetition of ‘NOT’ and ‘never’ have on the reader? What was the author trying to emphasise?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q3) Can you illustrate the setting of Parsley’s home. Use the adjectives used by the author to help you imagine where the characters live. 

 

You can add colour to a black and white picture to make it more appealing and 

emotive. In the same way you can use adjectives and noun phrases to make a 

description more appealing. Can you edit this description? Use a thesaurus to 

help you.  





Read the model above to help you construct a diary entry of a day in the life of ‘yourself’ during the 2020 lockdown. You can write about today or 

choose a more interesting day from the last few weeks. Below are some strategies to help you.  

 

 

 

 



Writing Challenge- Persuasive letter  

 
Can you create an argument for or against the re-opening of schools on 1st of June for year 6? I would like you to decide if you are for or against 

this idea and write a persuasive letter to Mr Boris Johnson explaining yourself. Use the persuasive techniques below.  

 

How to make someone do what you want them to: 

• Tell your reader what he would like to hear. 

• Use flattery 

• Make the reader feel sorry for you 

• Distort the facts / lie Abuse your opponents. (Keep it subtle as you don't 

want to appear malicious) 

• Blind the reader with science. Fancy formulas and technical terms work well. 

• Use emotive or biased vocabulary rather than straightforward words 

• Quote statistics and use them to represent what you want them to mean. 

• Use the words "surely", "obviously" and "of course". 

• Make an emotional appeal to your reader. Animals and children always 

appeal. 
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