
Reading activity – Author’s use of language 

Complete this lesson on author’s use of language. It will help develop the skills 

you will need to answer the questions below. 

Watch the video on this page, it describes why authors make the choices they 

do, and how each choice gives meaning. 

For example:  

Question: Why has the author used the word shy to describe the fox? 

Answer: To tell the reader that the fox is probably quite nervous or timid 

around humans.  

Explanation: Just one word has told us a lot about the fox’s personality, and 

how we should expect him to act for the rest of the story.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zntr47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn8tkmn/articles/zmt2vk7


Question One: 

 

 

 

The animals came straight over. What does this tell you about their 

relationship with the Paperbag Prince? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 



Question two: 

 

 

 

Why has the word mountains been used in this sentence? What does it tell 

you? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 



Question Three: 

 

 

Why has the author chosen the phrase, coming back to life? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 



Challenge: 

 

Using the page below, identify a word or phrase which you could write a 

question about.  

Challenge someone in your house to answer the question. Do they know why 

the author has used the word or phrase you chose? 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Answers: 

 

1. This means that the animals like the Paperbag Prince and they feel safe 

around him. This must also mean that they have spent a lot of time 

together in the past.  

 

2. ‘Mountains’ is used to give the reader an image of how much rubbish 

there is. It tells us that there are a lot of new bags and they are heaped 

on top of each other in a large pile.  

 

3. The author is telling us that the man’s life is starting again, the dump 

belongs to him once more. It is also significant for the animals who live 

at the dump as they can also now come back to life.  


