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Marguerite was born in the city of 5t. Louis, US.A. 1
Her brother called her Maya. When Maya was four,

she and her brother were sent to live with their ‘ \
grandmother in Stamps, Arkansas. ‘
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Growing up in the South, Maya was treated unfo | L
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Home was hard too. When Maya was eight, her
mother’s boyfriend attacked her. Maya was so
upset, she stopped falking.
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A friend of her grandmother’s named Mrs Flowers
noticed that Maya was afraid to use her voice.
Mrs Flowers showed Maya all kinds of wonderful
books, and how the words come alive when you
read them out loud.



Maya found her voice again il'\ the
stories and poems of great writers.
She loved words so much, she read
every book in the library.
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Even though Maya was o great :
But she had pride and hope. She thought,

student, she was told that she
couldn’t get a good job because “There's nothing | con’t be.”

of the colour of her skin,

What would
e dore?







She travelled the world, ond learned
to speak a lot of languages.
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, At home in America, she worked to
’ help all people get treated equally.
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It wasn't until Maya was all grown up that
she decided she wonted to be o writer. She told the story of a little girl who struggled

So she began writing o book about her life. through hard times but didn't give up.
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People all around the world were moved by her
powerful story and her beoutiful words.
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On the day Bill Clinton became president,
Mayo read a poem. She had once been a little
girl who was afraid to use her voice. Now she

was speaking to the entire country, about her
favourite thing: hope.
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