
 

1) In the first paragraph, there is repetition. 

Which word is deliberately repeated? Why? 

2) In the book, the main character is described as 

‘the old man’. Why do you think the lorry driver 

made up a name for him? 

3) Why do you think the animals came out 

when the old man came? 

This week, we are focussing mainly on inference. Remember to use visualisation. Try to put yourself in 

the situation you are being asked about. Why would you do something? How would you feel? 



 

 

4) What two pieces of evidence suggest that 

the dog had been badly treated in the past? 

5) From the first paragraph, write two verbs 

that describe how animals move. 

6) Why did the animals leave? 

7) Did the man want the dog to come to him? 

How do we know? 



 

 

8) Where is the alliteration in paragraph one? 

9) Was the old man proud? 

How do we know? 

10) How did the old man become known as 

the paperbag prince? 

11) Why do you think the radios were thrown away? 

12) Why do you think the man collected 

videos if he had no electricity? 



 

 

13) Look at the picture of the old man. We know 

that he wears clothes taken from a rubbish tip, 

and yet he looks neat and tidy. 

What does this tell us about the about the man? 

14) Why do you think the man is wearing two hats? 



 

 

 

15) What do you think a skylark is?  Why? 

16) Was the man worried that the lorries 

did not come? How do we know? 

17) Why did the man say, 

“Perhaps it’s a holiday,”? 



 

 

18) Was the young woman in a hurry? 

How do we know? 

19) If the woman didn’t think the man was an idiot, why 

might she have raised her voice? 

20) Why does the man think,”At last.” What does this tell us about him? 



Answers 

1) Old. It stresses that the man is old and old fashioned/ not from this time. 

2) To make fun of him. Because they don’t know his name and it identifies him because of his habit of collecting bags. 

3) The animals knew he brought food. They trusted him. 

4) She kept back from him. She was very thin. She ate as if she hadn’t eaten for days. She would never come any 

closer. 

5) hopped, crept, came 

6) The food was gone. They knew the trucks would come. 

7) Yes. ’However hard he tried’ 

8) fight and flap 

9) No, he wore rubbish. 

10) He collected and saved paper bags. 

11) People wanted the latest models. (last year’s models) 

12) He did not like things being wasted. He thought they had a value. 

13) He cared about how he looked, but not what others thought about him. 

14) To leave his hands free to pick up other things. 

15) A bird. There is a lot about nature in the book. The skylark sings and it is flying. 

16) No. he does not investigate, he just goes to sleep. 

17) It was a reasonable guess why the lorries were not there. 

18) She shakes him awake, rather than waiting for him. 

19) She might have thought he was hard of hearing. 

20) He has been waiting for/hoping that this would happen. 


