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Hello Everyone,

Thank you to everyone who attended our face-to-face Parents’ Evenings over the past 2 weeks. It was
lovely to meet you and have the chance to hear your thoughts about school and our new caterers, Miquill.
| have attached the feedback from the questionnaire that many of you completed so you can see what
everyone thinks about Thornton. We will be looking to increase our club provision for the children after
half-term and will let you know more details about our plans soon...

Thank you also to all the parents/carers who attended our first coffee morning of the year and met with
senior leaders and our inclusion team. We were impressed with all the ideas that were shared about our
school ethos and values—it was a really uplifting, positive session! Our next meeting is planned for
Tuesday 8th November 9-9.45am and will focus on e-safety and Google Classroom. We look forward
to seeing you there!

It was great to see so many parents attend the ‘year group welcome meetings’ for Years 4 and 6 this
week. You told us it was really useful to have the chance to meet all the teachers from the year group at
once and hear about how you can support your child at home with their learning. We are looking forward
to welcoming Year 3 parents next week on Wednesday 19th October at 9am and Year 5 parents on
Thursday 20th October at 9am.

We are pleased to share with you the police partnership work we will be continuing this term. We are
lucky to have the police visiting school to talk with the children about how to keep themselves and others
safe. Year 3’s focus is bullying, Year 4’s is online safety, Year 5’s is dangers of knives and Year 6’s is

gangs. . , u ‘
i Thank you to the children and staff for o gite . gkl
the wonderful harvest assembly today! &
The children’s creativity shone through in 2
their performance and we were really

» impressed with the dancing, singing,
poetry and narration which helped us to
understand what harvest means for
different cultures. It was also brilliant to
finally have a good old fashioned assembly for parents to
attend and celebrate with us!

Don'’t forget, we break up for the half-term holiday next Friday. School will finish at
the usual time of 3.30pm and the children will only be away for one week. ALL
children are expected to return to school after the holiday on Monday 31st October
from 8.30am and by 8.45am at the latest!

Have a great weekend everyone,
Cathy Grace, Headteacher

Headteacher - Mrs Cathy Grace Thornton Road
Deputy Headteacher - Mr Mason @ Ward End,
Assistant Headteachers - Birmingham B8 2LQ
Mrs Biddle-Rawbone and Mrs Mazar 0121 327 0824

Chair of Governors—Mr Amjid Ali enquiry@thornton.bhamsch.uk




Year 3

This week, Year 3 celebrated World Mental Health Day in
their PSHE lesson. The children discussed the term ‘mental
health’ and learned that it did not just mean feeling sad,
stressed or low, but it also included how we cope with and
deal with these feelings. The children looked at everyday
situations that we often find ourselves in and discussed how
they would make us feel and think. To share positivity and
support each other when we feel sad, the children created
‘positive reminders’ to stick around the classroom as
motivation and keep us smiling!

Year 4

At the moment in Year Four, we are developing
narratives based on our class text, The Firework
-Maker’s Daughter. We have been thinking about
the key events of the story. In this activity, we took
sentences from different parts of the story and
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tried to organise them into a logical order. This QR 122 . Fe o b frth threw ifin b s had come
developed our Super Six reading skill of summary. . .
We will use this to plot our stories and write them
next week.
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Year 5 also studied the timeline
of space travel from the first
rocket that was launched in 1942
to Major Tim Peake's visit to the
International Space Station in
2015. Did you know the

: Americans sent a monkey into

© space and the Soviets sent a
dog? Year 5 do! Some of the children are looking to the future hoping
to become space travellers themselves. The sky's the limit. Or is it?

Year 5

VLA Gomin: | %gﬁ . To celebrate Black History Month and as a continuation of
s our Stargazers theme for this term, Year 5 have been

~.te reading Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black
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Year 6

In Year 6, we continued to learn more
about our Victorian topic by going on
a trip to the Black Country Museum in 5=~
Dudley. It was a fantastic day out which 22
allowed us to see what it really would — + s« a LEuEim
have been like to live in the Victorian

times by being transported back in
time. Whilst there, we got to be pupils

in a Victorian classroom, find out what T Th g o ik s
life was like ‘down the mines’ and even =gt
got to wonder the streets of Victorian "™«
Britain - discovering back-to-back

houses, old shops and even Victorian
people along the way.
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Thornton Staff Book Review
Tom’s Midnight Garden—written by Phillipa Pearce '

:
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Tom’s Midnight Garden is a lovely book filled T 7 N
with great figurative language. The book is a oms X
great book for escapism—if you just want to Ml(.‘lnléht
get away to another world for a while. The (:l

3 book is based around a young boy called Tom [ Gar €1
who is transported to the Victorian Era when (& _ 'E i
the clock strikes 13, which is odd as a normal
clock only goes up to the 12th hour.

There he meets a young girl called Hatty and
the adventure begins. It is a delightfully
charming book and the characters are totally
lovable!

Philippa P
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Reviewed by: Mrs. Hazelwood ( Year 6 teaching assistant)
reading (W9 o

Reading Plus is a good way to develop the children’s reading and comprehension skills. It
also helps in motivating them to become successful readers. We highly recommend you
encourage your child to read regularly. Their login details are in their planners.

In addition to this, the children take home a reading book on a daily basis. Please find time to
hear them read as well as discussing the book with them. This will have a huge impact on their
learning across the curriculum. We expect a comment in your child’s planner at least once a
week,please! Thank you for your support, it is appreciated.

, Respectful, Safe.

Each week we introduce a different word associated with our school’s expectations to reinforce
our school’s ethos, which is to be ready, respectful and safe.

This week’s word of the week is: ‘organised’ Ready

Organised is a word linked to our expectation to be ready, but

why is being organised so important ? Res peCﬁL,”

‘Being organised is to be prepared and ready for the day
ahead” — Fiza 4MJ.

Mr Mason — Deputy Headteacher
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BRIEFING
PARENT
WEBINAR

October 2022

Parent/Carer Webinars take place regularly throughout the year and cower a number of different
topics. Flaase sea the local offer website for further datails. Each webinar should |35t aporaximataly
one hour and take the format of 3 presentation followed by an opportunity to ask questions.

Developing joint Attention — Tuesday 11" October 2022 11-11:30am
supporting Lanpuage Development Through Play - Tuesday 18th October 11-11.20
Using a Now and Next board - Tuesday 1st Movember - 11-11:30

Using Chjects and sensory Cues - Tuesday Sth November - 11-11:30
Ciffering Choices - Tuesday 15th Movember - 11-11:320

Using a communication board - Tuesday 22nd November - 11-11:30

Creating opportunities - Tuesday 20th Movember - 11-11:30
Using a Song Bayg - Tuesday &th December - 11-11:30

Speakers:
Speech and Languoge Therapists from the Outreach and SEND Therapy Team

These sessions are suitable for parents of children who have difficulties with their
early communication development in the areas of attention, social interacton,
understanding of simple language and use of words’ather means to convey their
wants and needs".

Please emall bcho sendiberapyi@nhs net if you are unsure whather these webinars
wiould e suitable.

Each webinar will |1ast approzimately 30 minutes and take the format of 2
presentation followed by an opporiunity to ask questions

hitps.fwanw locslofferbirminghsm.co ukiproduct-categony'speech-and-langusge-
therapy/

All people who book a ticket will be sent 3 copy of the presentation and a copy
of the recording of the wehinar.
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s\vllé Everyone Welcome, refreshments available
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Jnity Hubb
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Chocolate

Fountain

Unity
Market,
Qtalle

Other stalls on the day, include, Samosa

Chaat, Romanian Snacks, Glitter Tattoos,
Woollen Boots and Mittens

ot

;\Jéée’Vegan
Sodp
Saturday 15th October 12-3pm

Unity Hubb, St Margaret's Church, St Margarets Rd,
B8 2BA
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School Attendance

Class Attendance 100

Well done to the following classes who
achieved our school attendance target of 97% 99.5

and above last week. 99
100% Class Attendance 98.5
Congratulations to 4TW for achieving 100% 98

attendance. They were surprised with a £25

gift voucher by Mrs Grace. The voucher can be 7.5
used to purchase new classroom resources or | g7
a VIP experience.

Our school attendance last week was

95.9%

Class Attendance

100
1 9.3
%
2
3
I %8 98 98
4TW 55T 5BA 3A] 4RE 51TR

Attention all Year 6 Parents! Secondary School

Applications September 2023

Applications for your child’s secondary school place in
September 2023 are now live on the following website: https://
www.birmingham.gov.uk/school admissions

The online application is very simple and quick but if oo
you need support completing the form please \m\w“‘“‘mm

contact the school office to arrange an appointment.

PE TIMETABLE
Monday 17th October

Year 6

Tuesday 18th October
Year 4

. Poppy Appeal 2021
¥ The school will be selling a selection of items in support

REMEMBRANCE DRY

Prices vary from 50p for a reflective poppy to
£1.50 for a snap band.

The usual paper poppies will also be on sale for a
donation of 20p each.

Snap band - Suggested Donation: £1.50

There is only a limited amount of each item available,
so they will be sold on a first come first served basis.

All items will only be sold in class, so please send
your child in with the correct money. Thanks!

Wednesday 19th October
Year 3

st wfg-  Of the Royal British Legion from Monday 17th October.

Thursday 20th October
Year 5

Friday 21st October

Swimming for classes 42Y
& 5BA

Children in 4ZY will need
to be in school for 8.25am

Headteacher - Mrs Cathy Grace
Deputy Headteacher - Mr Mason
Assistant Headteachers -

Mrs Biddle-Rawbone and Mrs Mazar

Chair of Governors—Mr Amjid Ali

Thornton Road
Ward End,
Birmingham B8 2LQ
0121327 0824




